S ERM ON, 
e x, xe 
CIVIL POLICY 
RELIGIOUS DUTY. 


DELIVERED IN 


CuRisT CHURCH, IN THE City of PHILADELPHIA, 
ON THURSDAY, THE 19th OF FEBRUARY, 1795, 
Being a Day of General Thankſgiong. 
— —— 
44 =” 
By WILLIAM WHITE, p. b. BIs Hor or THY 
—ůʒ-— 22 
PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, IN THE 
CONMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


- — —— 
PHILADELPHIA: 


PrINTED BY ORMROD S CONRAD, AT Tus OLD 


FRANEKLIN's HEAD, No. 41, CHESNUT-STREET. 
——— &>—— 
MARCH, 2d. 1795. 


— Pg Cr 7 2 22 
fl 


2 S 
3 oc. 
— A. . 4 
pin rt — 
2 


Or I 
a 


PODS en 


— — 


We 


a> 
— 


— 
* 


2 


n 
= — —— 
20 4 * 
#5 2 * 
* m * 
5 4 * 
— — OT Sz 


* 
2 
3 
I 2 
6 £489 
wa 
» Ee. 
" 1:2 
6 — 2508 
* * 3 
» « 3 
4 1 1 
— * * * — _—_ — > - _— : - : = ä 1 4 
2 2 We FO: BY ne, 2 ” er 8 — ns 1 2 1 8 
be * - b * L , 
—_— . Y — — * , * . A : _ > , 4 2 " 
- 498 3 Cm 4] T — A 4 = my 
— — — * 6 - WO TY + & _ W — —_ 
k m1 F " 5 ' 6 * Dy DIR r _ bong © xs r — 
1 2 $0 C D rr as F- Co a . - 4 5 — N 8 — - 9” 
b l : 33.4 — ; ——— 3 £4 NE — 
2 - 3 7 - : - — — * R 
- as a he, — A» — * — SE — — 2 > = _ 
= = . : I SD ß 1 
Ig a . 828 * 222 i co IS Eo Are" — — — TE : FOE IVEY - 
ns > 2 : . EE ES * 3 N * — — 2 RE ? 7 
2 =x 5% 4 Fs = OT 2 1 ** > - | — * k 2 . 
TE 8 — 2 —J— — —— 
„ =D — 22S = 


r 


* 


Bay 1k 
# £ 3 1 
2 Nec 
1 7% . py? 
0 Y 17 1 . 
: % 4 
„ 1 
. | 1 
or [ . f 
> ; » 
? 0 
« 4 1 5 
4 2 
$3 
8 * 1 
* # # ; 1 
: 1 
* Cf 4 
WP > | f 
£1} 
- [ 
0.47 
8 
4 


2 


— 
IX, EE 


* 


< 4 * 


4 


r 


Prefident of the U nited States. 


SIX, 
lh E liberty which I take, of ſending 

the following Sermon from the preſs, with a 
dedication to the firſt Magiſtrate, 1s not from 
the thought, that I can, in any way, add to 
a reputation, ſo high as his, in our own coun- 
try and throughout the wor Id; but for a uſe, 
Which ariſes out of my argument. | 

The relation which I have aſſerted of reli- 
gion to civil policy, is well known to be conſi- 
dered as chimerical by ſome ; while it is con- 
templated by others, as involved | in whatever 
relates to the pr oſperity of the commonwealth, 
If a queſtion ſhould be raiſed, concerning the 
ſenſe of the governments under which we hve, 
it cannot be denied, that perſons of the latter 
deſcription may appeal to many particulars, in 
law and in practice, which can be defended 
on no other ground, than that of the propriety 
of the ſtates availing itſelf of the religious 
principle in the minds of its citizens, 1n order 
to anſwer the purpoſes of its inſtitution, When, 
therefore, in addition to conſtantly operating 
ſanctions, we hear the voice of our country 
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calling oh us to aſſemble, for the expreſs deſign, 
of offering our acknowledgments to the Al- 
mighty Ruler of the Univerſe, for his proſper- 


-ing of its counſels, and of invoking the conti- 


nuance of his mercies ; it is another ſanction of 
the latter opinion, which the advocates of it 
cannot fail to notice, as being to their purpole ; 
eſpecially if it be aided by the reputation of 
thoſe, from whoſe authority it proceeds. 
It cannot have eſcaped the notice of any, 
that, ſince your elevation to the ſeat of ſu- 
preme Executive authority, you have, in your 


official capacity, on all fit occaſions, directed 


the public attention to the Being and the Pro- 


vidence of God: And this implies a ſenſe, as 
well of the relation, which nations, in their 
collective capacities, bear to him, their Su- 
preme Ruler; as of the reſponſibility to him of 
earthly Governors, for the execution of the 
truſts committed to them. Even had ſuch ac- 
knowledgments come from any one, whole 
converſation or whoſe conduct were in oppo- 
ſition to the principle implied; {till they might 
have been i! APE as an homage to the truth, 
extorted by exiſting circumſtances or by ſome 
Jelfiſh views; at the expence of the violation 
of theory, or elſe of the crimination of the per- 
lon, In the preſent inſtance, it is to my pur- 
pole to remark ; and, but for this circumſtance 
I ſhould not now remark it; that an unimpeach- 
ed {incerity of character, accompanicd by the 


Public acknowledgment of a Divine Being, not 


attached to ſtation but evidenced throughout 
life, warrants, on every rule of evidence, a 
much ſtronger conſtruction, We have a right, 
to apply the teſtimony of ſuch a character, as 
the reſult of an enlightened conſcience; and 


N af. 
a = | 


to think it an advantage to our cauſe, to ber 
nounce, that a mind, Which has embraced all 
the civil intereſts of the American people, has 
not overlooked therelation which they all bear, 
to the great truths of religion and of morals, 
On this ground, Sir, I preſumed, in the fol- 
lowing diſcourſe. delivered in your preſence, 
to apply the ſummons under which we were al. 
ſembled, to the doctrine which it was my ob- 
ject to eſtab! ih: In doing which, it could not 
eſcape my recollection, that the fanction would 
come, with eſpecial weight, before a Congre- 
pation, who have been witneſſes of a correſ- 
pondent conduct of the perſon, in his atten- 
dance on divine worſhip among them, during 
the frequent occaſions of his temporary reſi- 
dence in this city, within the twenty years 
laſt paſt. For the truth of the conſtruction of 
the act of government, the preacher only is 
reſponſible : : The right of making the conſtruc- 
tion, if it be done with decency, ſeemed to 
come within his privileges as a citizen : And 
for any cenſure he might hazard, as to the pro- 
priety of the reaſoning, he was willing to com- 
mit himſelf in that reſpect; conſidering, as he 
did, that the point intended to be eſtabliſhed, 
Was not mere matter of ſpeculation, but invol- 
ved important duties of civil rulers and equal- 
ly important rights of Chriſtian miniſters: 
The former, as a conformity to profeſſions 
brought forward to the public eye; and the 
latter, as giving us an opportunity to remind 
our civil ſuperiors, When occaſion and proſpect 
of uſefulneſs occur, of practicing duties, which 
with a view to the h. appineſs of the civil ſtate, 
they, officially and with great propriety, re- 
commend to us and to our congregations, 
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ron! this ſtatement of circumſtances, the, 
deſign, and, I hope, the propriety of the Dedica- 
tion, muſt be evident. It is, Sir, that in proof of 
a point, which I believe to be eſſential to the 
duties and to the felicities of public and of 
private. life, I may, in the moſt explicit and 
pointed manner that occurs to me, avail myſelf 


of the aids which I think I diſcover, in the 


meaſures of your adminiſtration . and in the 
weight. of your character: A uſe of human 
authority, which cannot be objected to, as in- 
applicable to the ſubject; becauſe it is of the 
eſſence of my argument, that, in every per- 
manent government, civil rulers will be drawn 
to confeſs the principle aſſerted; either, as in 
the preſent inſtance, by a declaration of truths 
believed and felt; or, as may happen, by a 
compliance with What they ſuppoſe to be popu- 
lar ꝓrejudices and weakneſs, And this is a cir- 
cumſtance, which I apply in proof, that my 
doctrine 1s involved in, and inſcparable from 
ſocial order. 

The time, Sir, may come, and I believe it 
muſt come, when the doctrine here maintained 
will be held a much more important ſubject, 
than it has yet been, of political inveſtigation; 
and when the acknowledging of it will be de- 
monſtrated by facts, to be a traite in the cha- 
racter of the enlichtened ſtateſman and in that 


of the virtuous citizen, In that event, it will 


be no {mall part of the praiſe of the chief ma- 
giſtrate of the preſent day, that, as the reſult of 
his own judgment and conſiſtently with his own 
practice, he made acknowledgments, which 
are in contrarity to a theory, that ſets open the 
flood-gates of immorality. 


— 


What is more, the time will aſſuredly come 
in another {tate of being; and I cannot ſup- 
poſe that the perſonage whom Lam addrefiing 
has a doubt of the certainty of it; when the 
recollection of having upheld the intereſts of 
religion and of virtue will be a more ſubſtanti- 
al conſolation, than any now ariſing from the 
merited gratitude of fellow citizens and the ap- 
plauſes of diſtant nations. 


That you may enjoy that beſt reward of your 


preſent labors; and that the remainder of your 
life may be cr owned with a meaſare of felicity, 


proportioned to the glory of the paſt period of | 


it; is, Sir, the ſincere wiſh and the devout 
prayer, of your reſpectful, affectionate and ob- 
1 humble ſervant, 


ls +: WIA LEAN WHITE. 
Feb. 28th, 1795. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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In E Author of the following Sermon 
conſented to the Publication of it, at the re- 
queſt of many whom he eſteems; and partieu- 
larly, of his Brethren, the Epiſcopal Clergy in 
this City: A requeſt, which, conſidering the 
nature of the ſubject and the reaſons given for 
the publication, he could not refuſe; without 
eonſciouſneſs of a degree of ſenſibility to the 
cenſure or the indifference of the public, which, 
perhaps, would be a greater fault than ano- 
ther, to avoid the imputation of which, he has 
evaded many other applications, for the com- 
mitting of Diſcourſes to the Preſs. 


DE UT. XXXIII. PART OF 27. 


„THE ETERNAL GOD IS THY REFUGE, 
© AND UNDERNEATH ARE THE 
« EVERLASTING ARMS. 


» WILL WE with a confeſſion, 
which, if it ſhould be offenſive to any, cannot 
couliltently be ſo to thoſe, who have given their 


attendance on the preſent occaſion, It is this: 


that, however I revere the appointment under 
which we are aſſembled, and value the pious 
purpoſes which it ſtates; yet I rejoice in it, 


not ſo much for its more ties and declar- 


ed uſes, as for the oppoſition in which 1t will 
ſtand to the opinion, maintained by many, 
that there is no neceſſary connection, between 
civil government and religion; or, in other 
words, between the duties of the ſocial ſtate, 


and thoſe which are ſuppoſed to be the dictates 


of devotion. This is an opinion, which has 

been ſet up, at different times, by infidelity and 

by fanaticiſm, as it has ſuited their reſpective 
3 


SOR 'C 


purpoſes : ; 1t has D e a. in our day, 

among thoſe who are no enemies of ſocial or- 
der; but who, diſguſted at the abuſes, to which 
religion has been proſtituted by power, ſee no 
remedy for them, but in the oppoſite untried 
extreme : To all, therefore, who think they 
diſcover, in that extreme, the ſeeds of the diſſo- 
lution of morals and of government, it mult 
be agreeable to contemplate an appointment, 
grounded on the contrary important truth ; and 
which, iſſuing from the firſt branch of the fe- 
deral government, and being honoured and at- 
tended to by the other branches of it, may 
be conſidered as the opinion of the nation, de- 
livered to us by its conſtituted authorities, that 
it is bound to acknowledge the preſiding Pro- 
vidence of God ; to cultivate his favour by 
acts of worſhip ; and to impreſs on the public 
mind, that ſenſe of his perfections, which is 
the higheſt ſanction of the duties of individuals, 
to the commonwealth, and to one another. 


Were my opinion, on this ſubject, other than 
what has been ſtated, I ſhould find it continu- 
ally contradicted in the Scriptures, For we 
are told, on that high authority, —“ they who 
“rule over men, ſhould rule in the fear of 
God“; and, © by him kings reign, and 
«* princesdecrecjuſtice};” a ſentiment alike ap- 


* 9 Sam, 23, 3. + Prov. 8, 15. 


plicable to the adminiſtrators of public autho⸗ 
rity, under every form, or by whatever name; 
and it is he, who ſpeaks the word concerning 
% ſtates and kingdoms; - to build and to 
plant,“ on the one hand, and * to pluck up 
« and deſtroy,*” on the other. And in the 
New Teſtament, however far the kingdom of 
its divine author, from being that of this world, 
yet it has an influence on its affairs, in the in- 
junction it gives, © to be ſubje& not only for 
„ wrath, but alſo for conſcience ſakef ;” and in 
its affirming, of magiſtrates, that they are 
„God's miniſters},” deſignated to their ſtations 
by his Providence, 


Theſe authorities, and many others to the 
purpole, however far from confounding religion 
and human policy, in reſpec to their ſanctions, 
and the ſtates of being to which they belong, 
yet ſhew, that the two ſubjects are contemplat- 
ed by revelation, as having an action and re- 
action on one another, 


Among the many places to my purpoſe, are 
the words of my text, They are thoſe of the 
Jewiſh Law-giver; when, having ſeen his peo- 
ple borne (as it is ſaid) © on Eagles wings,” 
and now on the verge of the promiſed land; 
and when, having taken a view from the top of 


* Jer, 1, 10, | F Rom, 137 5+ 4 Rom. 13, 6, 
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Piſgah, of countries on which he was not to en- 
ter, he contemplates, in prophetic viſion, the 
future fortunes of the nation; and, in ſome of 
the ſtrongeſt ſymbols of eaſtern poetry, deſ- 
cribes them, ſuch as they afterwards came to 
paſs. Of this exalted ſtrain, my text is a very 
ſmall part, I have taken it, merely for the 
acknowledgment it contains, of the relation 
of the nation to their heavenly King ; in their 
being the ſubjects of his protecting and bleſſ- 


ing providence. And therefore, I ſhall ſay no 


more in the way of comment, but proceed to 


the object of this diſcourſe : Which is, to 
ſhew, | 


1ſt, The ſanctions which government may 
extend, to the encouragement of religion and 
the practice of its duties; 


2dly, The aids, which religious duties muſt 
bring, to the ſupport of government and the 


accompliſhment of its righteous ends; and 


3aly, The joint effect of both theſe conſide- 
rations, on the purpoſe, for which we are, this 


day, aſſembled, 


Iſt. I am to ſhew, the ſanctions which go- 
vernment may extend, to the encouragement 
of religion, and the practice of its duties. 


R 
6 * * 


==_=_— 13) — 


6 One way, is by acknowledging religion to 
be the baſis of its exiſtence. 


That this is ſo, needs no other proof, than 
that government ariſes out of the wants of ſo- 

eg in all its poſſible circumſtances: For it 
follows, that the relation between rulers and 


the people, or, if you will, between the public 


and the- individuals ſeverally who compoſe it, 
is as evident as that between huſband and 
wife, or that between parent and child, or any 
other : all, which relations, exiſting as they do 
in nature, point to the will of the God of na- 
ture, as the ſource of the duties they involve. 


The evidence of the relation thus aſſerted is 
not weakened, by the conſidering of the civil 
ſtatepinder the notion of a ſocial compact. 
For although expreſs or implied compact be 
the otigin of the forms of governmentand ofthe 
titles of thoſe who govern ; yet, itis not left to 
compact, whether there ſhall be government - 
but it ariſes from that property of our nature, 
by which we are ſocial beings; and therefore 
can never be denied, as an appendage to the 
human condition ; unleſs it be contended, that 
it is more agreeable to the order of nature, to 
ſeek our reſpective abodes in the receſſes of 
foreſts; not to leave them, except to prey on 
other animals and on one another; and to rc- 
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tire from our bloody meals, fatiate and th, | 
to our dens, . 


But no: It is a characteriſtic of man, tliat 
he is a ſocial being: Society however, cannot 
exift, without government: which, therefore, 
reſts on the will of God, who ordained ſociety 
and qualified us for its enjdyments, Is it not, 
then, an inſtance of the propitious influence, 
which religion may look for from the civilſtate, 
that it ſhould acknowledge itſelf, to have been 
created by her pleaſure, and to be ſupported by 
her commands? The ſcriptures, alike exact in 
tracing the origin, as in defining the limits of 
our duties, have drawn the line of diſtinction 
on the preſent ſubject; in declaring government 
to be, in reſpect to the forms under which it is 
adminiſtered, the ordinance of man*;” and 
yet, in reſpect to the foundation on which it 
ſtands, © ordained of GodT:” a foundation, 
which cannot be ſhaken, without the deſtroy- 
ing of every veſtige of moral obligation ; as 
well from the adminiſtrations of thoſe who go- 
vern, as from the ſubmiſſion and the obedience 
which they require. | 


2dly. Another aid, which religion may re- 
ccive from government, is in the good exam- 
ples of thoſe, by whom its powers are exerciſed. 


* 1 Pet, 2, 12. + Rom, 13 x, 


However apparently true in theory, the en- 
eomiums made on man, as a being governed by 
reaſon; yet, when brought to the ſtandard of 
practice, it muſt be confeſſed, that he is much 
oftener governed by prejudice, or by paſſion, 
or by fancy; or, by what combines them all, 
a propenſity to imitation, There can be but 
little occaſion to demonſtrate, that high ſtations, 
with their uſual attendants of wealth, of patron- 
age, and of real or ſuppoſed abilities, muſt be 
powerful incentives to an imitation of the 
virtues of thoſe who fill them: And if it could 
be doubted, it might be ſeen to be the reſult of 
a correlative fact, that can have been unobſer- 
ved by few, I mean the frequent effect of the 
vices of ſuch perſons, in the corrupting of the 
minds and the morals of their dependants, of 
their companions, and in proportion as their 
ſpheres extend, of the public generally. There 
ariſes, indeed, from this view of the ſubject, 
the awful truth, that even ſplendid benefits to 
ſociety give us, ſometimes, an inadequate 
ground, on which to judge of the general uſe- 
fulneſs of the characters, by whom they have 
been atchieved. Moraliſts tell us, to call no 
man happy, before his death: But to determine 
on his uſefulneſs, We muſt go beyond that peri- 
od; and form a probable eſtimate of the effects 
of his actions, on his fellow men, in ages to 
come; aye, and on their condition in that ſtate, 
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in which both they and he ſhall anſwer, for 
&« the things done in the body.“ If, while he 
Was dazzling- perhaps benefiting them by his 
labours, he was corrupting them by his exam- 
ple; If his children, his ſervants, his friends, 


in ſhort all who either from connection, or from 


the eminence of his ſtation, had their notice 
drawn to him, knew nothing of his acknow- 
ledging of a God, than what aroſe from a pro- 
fanation of his name; if they beheld him li- 
ving in the habitual neglect of thoſe acts of de- 
votion, by which alone it can be made venera- 
ble to the maſs of mankind, and by which a- 
lone they can be trained to the practice of its 
duties; and if the poiſon of his ungodly living 


be ſpreading over the body politic, to the de- 


praving of its members and perhaps, before 
long, to the downfal of the government, which 
it is his boaſt to ſerve; in regard to all, who, 
in this picture, ſtand confeſſed, could we ſee 
them, with the whole aſſemblage of their ac- 
tions; looking back to the motives from which 
they ſpring and to the conſequences in which 
they end; it would be a ſeries of miſchiefs, for 
which no ſervices can atone, 


But to turn aſide from this repreſentation, of 
what civil rulers may do by a corrupt conduct, 
I rather delight in reminding thoſe whom the 
preſent occaſion has brought together, of what 


they 1 may , Ui thier oppoſite good. example. 
They may, by: the Profeſſion and the practice 
of religion, ſhew ' them to be as orn. mental to 
the private cha racter, as they are eſſential to 
the peace and the proſperity of the ſtate: they 
may make irreligion and immorality : AS unfa- 
ſhionable, as they are baſe: they may extend the 
opinion, until it ſhall be as univerſal as it is true, 
that ſociety has no ſure hold of a man's integri- 
ty, but by motives which addreſs themſelves to 
his conſcience : they may expoſe the folly and 
the miſchiefs of the aſſertion, that a bad man 
in private life is not, on that account, the worſe 
citizen or ruler of the ſtate, | They! may do all 
this; and therefore, to ay nothing of their 1 re- 
ponlibility for a good, which Providence has 
connected with their ſtations; the poſition | is 
| true, that government 1 may extend this benefit 
to religion, thro' the medium of the good « ex- 
amples of thoſe, who are entruſted with the ad- 
miniſtration of its powers. 


zal, It may effect the ſame , by laws. I mean 
ſuch laws, as are for the ſuppreſſion of immoral 
conduct: it being this and not the conſcience, 
to which laws apply. I mean, further, ſuch 
laws, as encourage bodies 6f men, aſſociated 
for the purpoſes of devotion and of ER and 
which maintain them in their rights and their 
properties, And if any 6ne ſhould extend the 
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e th ſuch laws, as exiſt 1 in the eaſtern 
parts of this union, affording. tg, bodies of the 
deſcription ſtated, a more poſitiye and direct 
aid, . know of no principle of government, 
that can interfere ; and there i is ſo much credi- 
bly faid, of the good order, and-of the good 
morals refultivg,, as not to permit me to doubt 
their uſefulneſs. But Lwiſh, on this point, to 
expreſs myſelf with reſerve; and ti to limit the pri- 
vilege of the, citizen by the eee of the mini- 


ſtry. It isthe beliefof Chriſtians, that their church | 


is the ſtone from the mountain, made without 


* hands,” which ſhall ſurvive all the revolutions | 


of ſtates and kingdoms; and“ ſtand for ever.*” 


They know, that it will exiſt, independently 
on the policy of the world; but whether this 


| will obtain its righteou us onde without the ſanc- 


tions and the precepts of the other, may be 
doubted. In what way, if at all, that aid ſhould 
be applied, muſt be left to the community, thro' 


ot their public functionaries. To 


us, as Chriſtians, it only belongs, to implore the 
Divine Being, that in this and in every other line, 
they may have wiſdom to diſcern and grace to 
accompliſh the high ends of their delegation, | 


"th ther mean 1 ERYg leſt the ſentiments now ex- 
preſſed ſhould be conſtrued to a meaning, fo- 


. 34. | 


L 
. 


. 


reign to that oh kin f "who uttets them; it may 


be proper to declare, that they are conſidered” 
as independent ons any alliance, by which, either 
the magiſtrate may make religion the engine of 
deſpotiſm, or by which the prieſthood may? a- 
vail itſelf 'of his authority, to. eſtabliſh a domi- 


* 18 


nion over con eiences. The 'firlt, wherever 


the evil exiſts, Partakes c of the Character of that 
beaſt in the Reydlation, to whom © the dragon. 
6 Cave! his power: and ſeat and great authority“: 115 
and, the llalter Ras the Properties of chat other 
bealt int the ame 4 155 Which had two horns. 


i fans ah Pake l. like A dragon f. ah Still, | 


the juſt and DEN objects of relipion and of 
civil policy are, in part, the ſame; and there- 


fore, the one 3 Extend its atary influence 


to the other, 0 pile not eicher to preſcribe, 15 


ox to limit che extent in which they may be ex- 


pected to co-operate ; any further than to pro- 
notmce, that either of them is miſapplied, when- 
ever its venerable” name is made a cover, for 

meaſures wich Violate the high demands of juſ- 
tice, or of merey, © or of civil ah,jT religious | 


1 fee t Sd vent 
freedom, 1 ' \ 2 
b 11 Ld F „tt ery 2 


But while 1 0 W nne 1 mudeſty, x1 


the ſanction which government may extend to 


religion; I will adopt, under the ſecond head 


of my diſcourſe, the higher tone of confidence, 
as to the aids, which religion muſt bring to go- 


.,* Rev. 2%, 2 + Rev. 13, 11s 
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re without them, 


vernment : : muſt, in the ſtricteſt ſeple ; ; in re- 
gerd, not only to the, fore tendency. of religi- : 
A, but to the impoſſbili 97 that Hehe : 


uld. exiſt og them, 
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The way to demonſtrate this, i is TY point bet. 
ſeveral inſtanges, i in which the. influence. of re- 
ligious principle, and of xeligious | duties! is deep- | 


www 44 


IV. f felt t.; and then to ſubmit to every under- 


1411714 YH 


ſtanding, whether, conſidering the difficulty of „ 


5 reſtraining the paſſions of mankind, within, the 


bounds neceſſary, to the Social ſtate, even with 
theſe aids, it is credible, that the objec can be. 


EI 
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The firſt pr 219 hall ive, Jet is, that religion . 
is the Pygper Principle of Jl duty; it being 


beyond the ingenuity; of man, to, deviſe ano- 


ther, that ſhall, extend to all times and to all 


| caſes. Is it poffible, then, that 2 2A regard to the 


Being who ſees in ſecret, that powerful princi-.. 
ple, which manifeſts itſelf in perſonal conduct, 
in domeſtic duties, in ſhort, in.gll the affairs 5 
private life, may be ſpared from the high de- ; 
partments of the public? That there is no call 
for it, in the exerciſe of public rights, nor in 
the enacting of public law, nor in the adminiſ- 
tration of public juſtice, nor in the expenditure | 


LY 


of public treaſure? ? 9 1 


The nnn. weight, from the ac- 
knowledgment made by the. wiſeſt ſtateſmen 
of different times and countries, of there, being: 
the imperfection inherent to. government; 
that it is, in itſelf, inſufficient, to: its objects; 
owing to the innumerable occaſions, in Which 
the temptations to inj ury either have no coun- 
terpoiſe in the danger of detection, or are ſo 
powerful as to defy it. Hence it is, that rulers 


of eyery deſcription have had recourſe, more 


or leſs, to the religious principle in the mind; 
the virtuous, becauſe they venerate it, as the 
voice of God, giving effect to their deſigns; 
and the wicked, as ſuppoſing. it a; weakneſs,” 
which, they may abuſe. We may be told, in- 
deed, of the hypocriſies, which have been en- 
grafted, on this ſtock: Which, however, only 
ſhew, how deep. is the root of the principle, 
which muſt be conformed to, either in ſinceri- 
ty or in pretence, For as there would be no 
impoſing profeſſions of friendſhip, if there were 
not ſuch A tender ſentiment in nature; and no 
wearing of the maſk of patriotiſm, if there 
were not ſuch a ſpecies of benevolence to adorn 
and dignify. the mind; ſo, there would be no 
hypocriſy for the purpoſes of ſtate, if real reli- 
gion were quite foreign to its concerns. 


Ko 6 N 
—— — — — — — 
— yg * 2 

L — x3 W 
. _—_—— — 

a * X ” 


To 


— 


„ . 


—— 
— 


—— 
ee e e r . e G7 . A dns 


— 2 — rn 
r RS Eb 


| * 


wm - 


F O * 
: 33 tn — r 1 5 
— — — —. RO OIEE 5 


2 — > —— wy 
— — —„— 


—— 
BY 
r * 


— 
= OR 
— 
2 — _ - << — 

: Ry TE INE CET 
| N : — — - 

5 r a 

= — 2 2 A " 


— 
r 
A ties ed 


| = =_ * * — & 
. m 2 - 

Reg A 2 * 7 2 8 £ 

"_—_— 223 r * $ * = * * 


-Ts there not, then,” incorporated in the con- 
tion of humanity, an evidence of the princi- 
pie in queſtion? Muſt not its influence be felt, 


in innumerable” caſes, remote from the notice 


of human eye, and in an extent, that ſurpaſſes 
the powers of human calculatiom? And in this 


its ſilent operation, muſt it not be a powerful | 


counterpoiſe,”” to the baſeſt paſſions of our na- 

turei? To that daring ambition, which would” 
cſregard every impediment of law® Tov that” 
dfappeinted” ambition; which Would facrifice 
the world, to its revenge? To that love ef fle, 
which would ſet n6 Bouids'tolits opprefſions? 
Nud to that love of gain, Whfcllnbthing elſe © 
can circumſcribe? What if, ir ery ang, 
theſe paſſions rag without nel Still Tocie. 
ty gains à great deal, From tlie many; in Whom 
they: are, dy belgien, conοœer ed from the | 
many mote, in whom they are, 55 her admo- 
nitions, bounded; and from the ff: any 2 more, in 
whom, by her awful preſence, they are acc. 

modated to character and decorum; and even 

for dy to u che Tadel of apparent virtues. | 
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Y 24, There is a powerful ebe f religion, 5 
in the cultivation it brings to all amlable affec- 
tions: which 1 mention as another proof, of the 
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aid aſſerted. The moſt obyious property of 
devotion, is its elevating of our minds to that 
all perfect good, whom we cannot contemplate, 
without moral improvement. Let any one, 
who doubts of the amiable. tendency of religi- 
on, conſider devotion as an operative principle 
on the mind; inveſtigating its effects, when it 
acts, retired from every notice, but that of its Ll 
great object; and independent on any dark 
paſſions, with which error or infirmity may \$ 
clog it: And let him deny, it he can, that, 1 9 
whether it be a duty or a weakneſs, the at- — 9 
fections which it prompts are thole of gra- 3 
titude; of humility ; of reſignation; of love; 
but above all, of a longing deſire, to be con- f 
formed to the ſtandard. of perfection thus dif- 4 # 
played to it; eſpecially of imitating the eſſen- 13 
f 


= 


* 
— 
i 
$7: 
„ 
ö | 
i 
i I 
n 
„ 4} 
: * 7 
Ft! K 
„5 1 
+ 9 
_ 4 
414 
in 
1714 
1 
"gy % 
5 N 
9 
's 1 
14 4 
. 
— 
We © 
(58 
1 145 
1 
139 
' 


: + 
yo 

77 

— |- 


3 


8 


—— 


Pu 


2 —_-. 
s — - — * 
. - -- — — 
> eld — — 
3 — gona _ — ge 
— IE 
wy N — 


3 
* — - 
22 21 ** — 


—— 


? * — = 


tial benevolence of his nature, ,which extends 
as wide as the creation. Can then ſuch ailec- 
tions be awakened, in our intercourſe with our 
Creator; while we are inſenſible to the occaſions 
which call for them, in our intercourſe with i ; 
our fellow men? Shall the ſame: perſon have 
an heart eaſily melted in one caſe, but cold and 
obdurate in the other? Shall he, in the former 
relation, be grateful, humble, reſigned, affec- 
tionate? And in the latter, be ungrateful, ar- 
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Togant, impatient, ſelfiſh? No; the habits of 
the mind cannot ſhew the impreſſions of ſuch 


oppoſite and inconſiſtent moulds: And if ſo, it 
is evident, that devout affections muſt yield 
their genial warmth to all thoſe departments 
of private life, the felicities of which make up | 
the great compound of public good, which it 
is the e of law and of government to 
Ne rel 


the * a proof of my point, in the 


vaſt diverſity of condition, accompanying the 


ſocial ſtate, in all the variety of its fornis: A 


_ circumſtance, which calls for the contentment 


of very many; while, independently on religi- 
on, there can be no rational motive to the du- 
ty, that ſhall be applicable to the great majori- 
ty of mankind, Perhaps it would, in fome 
meaſure, break the force of this argument, if it 
could be proved, that the only fit and intended 
government, is the-deſpotiſm of the few, over | 
the miſerable many: Although even then, there 


would be this inconſiſtency in the divine go- 


vernment, that the few are too weak for the 
fovereignty aſſigned to them, without a belief 
in the many, of duties which have no exiſtence, 
but in the imagination, But to uphold the 


opinion of a commonwealth, in which. 
every individual has his part; to de- 
ſcribe a government, the leading feature of 
which, is the combining of the intereſt and 
the wills of all, to a ſingle point and for a uni- 
ted object; and yet to imagine, that, indepen- 
dently on the ſanctions which religion offers, 
the citizens of ſuch a commonwealth, or the 
ſubjects of ſuch a government are bound to con- 
tribute in their reſpective callings, whatever 
theſe may be, to the common good; and to 
{uppoſe, that its leaſt ſucceſsful members will 
not—indeed, may not arrogate to themſelves, 
ſuch portions of its wealth and of its honors, 
as either fraud or violence may promiſe to make 
their own; is a project, alike chimerical in the- 
ory and ſhewn to be impoſfible in practice. Ves, 
it has always happened, that Whenever, either 
by the refinements of a falſe philoſophy, or by 
any other means, the maſs of a people have 
been brought to diſregard the firſt and leading 
truths of religion, all have become impatient to 


govern; and there have been none qualified to 


obey : which has ended in the extinction of 
every veſtige of equal liberty and equal law; 
or, if the names wereretained, it was only to ren- 
der the power the more {ecure and the oppreſ+ 
ſion the more extreme: An awful leſſon to thee, 
O my country; and what exhibits to thee irre- 
ligion in high ſtation, as a blaſting of the ho- 
1 bs 
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nors of the patriot and an impeachment of the 
integrity of the man. ER 


Laſtly; I will mention another inſtance 
which, indeed, is not ſtrictly another; but a 
confirmation of thoſe which have gone before: 


I mean, the bleſſed tendency of thoſe expreſs 


precepts in the ſcriptures, which were given 
to promote the great points of ſocial order and 
ſubmiſſion to authority and law. They are 
ſuch as that of rendering tribute to Cæſar *; 
and of courſe, to the Supreme Power, under 
whatever form or name; that of * being ſub- 
„ ject to the powers that beT;” and that of 
« being ſubject to every ordinance of man, for 
e the Lord's {aket ;” with others, which it is 
not neceſlary to repeat : Precepts, which, how- 
ever they have been perverted to the ſetting of 
prerogative above law, were never given to 
preſcribe forms of government, or to adjuſt 
the pretenſions of interfering claims; but having 
in contemplation acknowledged government, 
under whatever form, declare, that the inter- 
eſts and the paſſions of the individual are to bow 
before the authority of the public; under the 
higheſt penalties, which even religion has to 
offer. Now it cannot be affirmed of theſe pre- 
cepts, any more than of the others in ſcripture, 
that they have their full force on all, who con- 


2 * Mat, 22. 21. + Rom. 13. 1. 4 x Peter, $ 13. 


feſs their obligation. Let it is impoſſible, but 
that they muſt have a viſible effect on ſome 3 
and a filent and inſenſible influence over many 


more: and therefore, ſuch a religion muſt be 


fruitful of aid to the government, under whoſe 
protection it lifts up its voice; and whoſe proſpe- 
rity it teaches us to pray for and to promote. 


And now, if, after a diſcuſſion of the points 
{tated, there ſhould be any one in this aſſembly, 
who thinks that the proofs do not apply; and 
who, therefore, believes, that a member of the 
community is not the worſe citizen or the 
worſe ſtateſman, ſor his being an irreligious or an 
immoral man zi er rather, for it is to this the ar- 
gument extends, itsbeing no part of his character, 
that it is adorned by the profeſſion of religion, 
and by the practice of its duties; and who 
would riſque the future fortunes of his country, 
on the iſſue of ſuch a Theory; unſupported as 
it is by the hiſtory of paſt times and contra- 
dicted by the opinions of the wiſeſt and the beſt 


men, in all ages and in all countries; I would. 


remind ſuch a perſon, of the conſequences of 
the experiment, if it ſhould be unſuc ceſsful. 
For in that caſe, it goes to the utter deprava- 
tion of the morals of the people. In regard to 
their civil intereſts, it lands them, after the 
fluctuations of faction, with all its horrors, in 
that only cure of a corrupted community, un- 
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yelenting deſpotiſm. And in regard to their 
condition in another life, however unintereſt- 
ing to ſuch a political adventurer ; the very 
poſſibility of its . ſecond death,” and the danger 
of having added to the number of its victims, 
ſhould make him, at leaſt, feriouſly weigh the 

conſequences which he hazards. 
In the mean time, I hope it appears to the 
audience generally, that there was reaſon, to 
exult, as I did, in the beginning of this diſ- 
courſe, in the civil ſanction which my doctrine 
receives, from the appointment; under which 
we are aſſembled; and that I promiſed to ap- 
ply, in the concluſion, the two points diſcuſſed, 
as incentives to the duty of the occaſion. 


It is the duty of thankſgiving, for mercies of 
the greateft magnitude; a duty, which, if the 
argument of this diſcourſe is well founded, 
reſts on us, in the double character of citizens 
and of Chriſtians: which calls on us, as well to 
attend to the patronage extended by the public 
authority, to the practice of piety ; as to yield 
to the ſame authority, the aids it aſks of us, for 
the forwarding of its righteous views, 


If ever there were caufes of general devout 
gratitude, they muſt be ſuch, as are brought be- 
fore us, at this time: cauſes, Which, however 
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comprehenſive of benefits of various ſorts, may 
be traced to that principal cauſe, under Provi- 
dence, the eſtabliſhment of a government, pro- 
portioned to the neceſſities of the nation; and 
connected with that event, the moulding of the 
conſtitution of the ſtate government, to the prin- 
ciples of the federal. For that great leading 
event, about the time of its accompliſhment, 
we poured forth our praiſes to Almighty God, 
in this place, But however {ſincere our joy, it 
was reſerved to fublequent events, to ſhew us 
the full benefit of the occaſion of it. For it 
ſeems to have been a part of the diſpenſation, 
which was permitting bloody wars among pow- 
erful nations, toplace this riſing commonwealth, 
at the eve of the mighty conteſt, in the very 
condition, which, alone, could prevent her from 
being involved in and, perhaps, the victim of 
the ſtorm. So that, if we have formerly con- 
templated, with devout gratitude, an event, 
which finding us diſunited and weak at home, 
neglected and deſpiſed abroad, with a diſcou- 
raged agriculture and an almoſt ruined com- 
merce, produced an immediate and progreſſive 
increaſe, in whatever can make a people proſ- 
perous, ſecure and happy; there was yet, in re- 
ſerve, an evidence of the magnitude of the 
mercy; an opening of the precipice, on the 
verge of which we ſtood ; but which we ſhould 
not now contemplate, without lifting up our 
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voices and our hearts, to the preſiding power 
of God; who has thus guarded us againſt not 
only ſeen, but unſeen dangers; and has done 
more for us, than our own knowledge of our 
ſituation permitted us either to aſk, or to think. 


Even with this apparent guard againſt the 
danger, who, among us, did not poſſeſs, a few 
months ago, ſome ſuch feelings as thoſe of the 
prophet, when under the view of the deſolations 
coming on his country, he exclaimed, in the 
agony of his ſpirit, O my foul, thou haſt heard 
e the found of the trumpet and the alarm of 


war“? The danger tus died, like diſtant 


thunder, with noiſe, but not with deſolation. 
This is a mercy, Which may belt be eſtimated, 
by a contraſt with the miſeries of weeping mil- 
lions of our fellow men: And if we have a 
ſenſe of the benefit, now is the time to raiſe the 
ſong of gratitude to him, who, with ſuch ten- 
der care, has © defended vs under his wings and 
e made us ſafe under his feathers ;* and 
« whoſe faithfulneſs and truth have, ſo conſpi- 
„ cuouſly, been our ſhield and buckler*,” 


Little, however, does it avail, for a country 
to be free from foreign war, if diſcord, foul 
fend, blow the trumpet of {edition within her 


boſom; and if, when citizen and citizen diſa- 


gree, the appeal be made, not to law, not to 


* Pſalm 91. 4. 


— 3 = 
the fountain from which law ſhould iſſue ; but 
to violence and perſecution. Such, however, 
is what faithful hiſtory will record; not to 
{tain the riſing glory of our republic, but to 
illuſtrate its principles; competent as they 
have been found, to the calling forth of the 
ſpirit and of the {trength of the community, 
againſt thoſe who would arrogate to themſelves 

its powers, Far be it from me, to open wounds, 
which, I hope, are cloſing ; or to dwell on er- 
rors, for which penitence is, probably, endea- 
vouring to atone. But it is impoſſible to take 
into view the full ground of our Thankſgiving, 
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unleſs we remember the diſorder referred to, | 6 
with gratitude for the ſuppreſſing of it; this, 1 
after a forbearance, which ſhould have pre- j 1 
vented the neceſſity, and yet by a firmneſs and | 1 | 
force, which rendered reſiſtance deſperate 4 
with the leaſt poſſible injury to private conve- — 
nience, and to public treaſure; and with the | 1 
rendering of what had happened an ad dition- 1 9 
al ſecurity of the government, endangered by * 
it. All which, while it deſervedly directs the 1 
public gratitude to thoſe, whoſe wiſdom guid- 1:2 
ed and whoſe courage accompliſaed the mea- | - 
ſure, ſhould carry us further; even to the . 
adoration of the high and mighty Ruler of the | : 
Univerſe ; who, having bid the billows roll, ; g 5 
bas bid them ſlcep; who has brought laſting l 3 
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good out of temporary evil; and who is thus 
conſpicuouſly beheld, in his „ ſtilling, not 
more * the rage of the ſea, and the noiſe of his 
WAVES, ” than * the madneſs*” of EP tumult 
and inſurrection, 


If there could be any doubt of theſe public 
mercies, it would be eaſy to read their proper 
character, in the private benefits, which flow 


from them. For was there ever a country, 


which, in the ſame ſpace of time and in pro- 
portion to its numbers and its means, has exhi- 
bited the like ſpirit of enterprize on the ocean? 
has made the ſame extenſion of its agriculture ? 


has witneſſed the beginnings and the progreſs of 


fo many uſeful arts and trades? has received fo 
many teſtimonies of the increaſing reſpe& of 
foreign nations, not only in the treaties of their 
governments, but in the emigrations of their 
ſubjects? Theſe are mercies, which the world 


witneſſes and records: Well then does it become 


us, not only to confefs them, but to give the 
praiſe where it is ſupremely due, to that gra- 
cious Being, who makes “ the clouds drop 
* down on us their fatneſs“;“ and who, in eve- 
ry other way, bleſles the public, and the indivi- 
duals, generally, who compoſe it. | 


Here my enumeration would ceaſe ; if anew 
ground of gratitude had not recently ariſen, 
* Pſalm 63. 7. | 
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— 
from what is ſtated as a ſubject of prayer, in 
the appointment, I allude to the inſtruction 
that we ſhoutd.intercede, in favor of the whole 
family of mankind, for the bleſſings, which we 
poſſeſs or aſk for, ourſelves. For bear witneſs, 
O ye nations of the earth, that confederate 
America, not {eeking her glory and ber wealth, 
in the deſtruction of your citizens, in the de- 
vaſtation of your countries and in the ſpoiling 
of your commerce, wiſhes you every felicity, 
which ſhe can implore of a gracious providence, 
for herſelf! Am I ſanguine, in contemplating 
the benevolent ſentiment, as in part carryin g in- 
to effect, in the confeſſed negotiations of con- 
tending nations? I truſt not: And may God 
grant, not only the full accompliſhment of the 
event deſired; but that, to perpetnate it, there 
may, more and more, prevail the genuine ſpirit 
of that religion, the fruit of which will at laſt 
be, that © nation ſhall not riſe againſt nation; 

and that * they ſhall learn war, no more“ .“ 


And now, I hope I ſhall not be thought to de- 
rogate from the mercies enumerated, if, having 
a retroſpect to the argument of this diſcourſe; 
I exhort you, in the language of ſcripture, to 
„ rejoice, with tremblingf:” To © rejoice,” 
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* Ifaiah 2, 4. + Ffm 3 
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for the real ground of joy, in the bleſſings ſta- 
ted; but © with trembling,” leſt, in this career 
of proſperity, there be a lurking evil, to diſap- 
point us of its fruits. When we compare the 
circumſtances of the ſettlement of this country, 
with the energy, which, in a variety of ways, 
has been, of late years, put forth; it is no un- 
ſuitable inquiry to a reflecting mind, how far 
the characters which have been formed and the 
events which have bcen atchieved,were the re- 
ſult, under Providence, of thoſe religious perſua- 
ſions and of thoſe virtuous habits, which were 
a general characteriſtic of the early ſettlers ; 
and therefore, how far a now growing ſpirit of 
irreligion may be like a worm, in the iſſuing 
buds of the glory of the republic 2 If the an- 
ſwer be ſuch as is ſuggeſted by my ſubject, the 
danger cannot be diſcovered, nor the error cor- 
rected, too ſoon. Let then the occaſion be con- 
ſidered, as calling our attention © to the rock 
„from which we were hewn®*;” and thus, as 
drawing us back to the habits, which have raiſed 
us to our rank among the nations, How great a 
change this would make on many, who, other- 
wile deſerve well of their country, cannot eſ- 
cape our notice. In regard to all fach, great 
is the difficulty of Chriſtian miniſters; men 


* MHaamb $2, 1» 
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who ought to cultivate, in themſelves and in 
others, a reverence, as well of the perſons, as 
of the ſtations, of thoſe who poſleſs the confi- 
dence of the public; great, I ſay, is dur diffi- 
culty, in preſſing the moſt obvious duties, with- 
out an apparent implication of their examples, 
as having a contagious influence on morals, 
Were this avoided, we could not make the world 
blind, to the confeſſion implied by themſelves, 
ia their attendance on ſuch occaſions as the pre- 
ſent, of what ought to be their attendance, at 
other times, | gas 


Guardians of your country's weal! By the 
ſanction which you have given to this day's de- 
votions, you have demanded their ſupport of the 
high intereſts, which you ſuperintend: Let it not 
then be thought an indecent freedom, that, in re- 
turn, we invite your patronage of the practice 
of piety, in all its duties, Chriſtian brethren, gene- 
rally! "The government, in its various branches, 
confeſles, this day, the connection of its purpoſes, 
with your devotions: Let it receive the benefit 
of them; not only at this time, but on all fit 
occaſions; and eſpecially, by their happy in- 
fluence, in the diſcharge of the duties of life. 
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Finally, one and all! © Fear God and keep his 
© commandments :”* For this is the whole „of 
man*;“ in regard, as well to the dignity of his 
nature, as to his duties, private and public. 

* Eccleſ. 12, 49. | R 
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